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Executive Summary

The 2008 Raptor Camp was held between th® asd 28' of September and
consisted of 59 participants, of which 48 were international andchl |d his year,
36 different surveillance locations were covered over the twd wegod and these
were supplemented with roving surveillance teams. The tatalber of illegal
incidents recorded by Raptor Camp teams increased compared towa0DB62
illegal incidents recorded. The increase is predominaaftlgcted in the increase in
hunters shooting after the 15:00 ban (n=237). On the other hand, theutotagr of
incidences involving poachers shooting at protected birds (n=94) ded¢reampared
to 2007. The number of shot protected birds received by BirdLife Ntaliathe start
of the autumn migration (15August) to the time of writing (including the two week
Raptor Camp period) was 55, an almost three-fold increase amuthkeer received
during the same period in 2007. lllegal hunting incidents were ateodex at the
majority of surveillance posts, highlighting the fact thad groblem is island-wide
and not simply restricted to a ‘handful of individuals’. Despite high level of
illegal hunting, instances were markedly reduced around Raptor Catcphpaints.
As many of these watchpoints were strategically locateatéas where raptors (birds
of prey) were particularly vulnerable to poaching, the RaptorpgCiams acted as a
valuable deterrent to illegal activities. This was comiiwéh good communications
with the police, particularly the ALE, and resulted in sevare¢sts being made over
the course of the two week period. This lead to a marked reducttbe number of
instances of poachers targeting protected species, whicpastésularly noticeable in
the second half of the camp. As the camp ended these incidesmeesncreased
drastically.

While fewer migratory birds were recorded as comparedsioyksar, migration was
still productive and produced several exceptional days. A tbted species of birds
of prey were recorded during the camp including two specieseGlkbbal IUCN
Red List - Lesser Kestrel (which were recorded in high numlaexd Pallid Harrier.
On September 19 a large roost of Honey-buzzards, Marsh Harriers and falcons
totalling 568 individuals developed in Buskett Bird Sanctuary, highlightime
importance of this area (and its surroundings) to migratory raptotker important
areas included Mizieb (a woodland in the north of the islandgtaso notorious for
illegal hunting) and Nadur Tower (Malta). The two week pealstd saw some of the
highest counts of Black Stork and Lesser Spotted Eagle everdeecin Malta.
Raptor Camp teams guarded roost sites through the night to prevédmtdghdeing
shot and co-ordinated efforts with the ALE in the morning to protecbittis before
they continued their southern migration to Africa.

Considering the results of this report, the Maltese governmeuwk teerecognise the
seriousness of the level of illegal hunting in Malta and actddiately to stop these
crimes. A wild life crime unit needs to be set up and punishnieerisased to reflect
the crime, through a significant increase in fines for rep#anders, the confiscation
of their shotguns and the cancellaton of their licenses. fl8@ni steps now need to
be taken to ensure the safety of migratory and breeding hi{00.
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1.0 Introduction

BirdLife Malta has been organising raptor (birds of prey) momgcamps during
the autumn migration period since the late 1980s. The camp coofskstsh local
and international volunteers and has two main objectives; ¢Qraang data on
migratory species (particularly raptors) passing through Mai @) recording
illegal hunting incidents, reporting these directly to the polnd thus acting as a
deterrent to illegal hunting. Teams were posted throughout botta Matt Gozo,
with different observation posts being used depending on weather onsd#nd
migration events.

This year the Raptor Camp was held between tfeah@ the 28 of September and
involved 48 international participants from 7 countries;, the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Denmark and Finland. There aiso11l local
participants, many of whom acted as Team Leaders.

2.0 Methodology

The Raptor Camp operated at least two morning observation postdaye starting
from half an hour before dawn until 08:30 am. On days when (i) wep#ttrns
indicated the potential for a good migration, or (ii) when adam@gptor roost had
developed in the Buskett/Girgenti area the previous eveningjiowken a rare
species was known to have roosted in Malta, then all camp partisi were
mobilised — on some days this amounted to as many as six morninglaoucee
teams. Between three and eight observation posts were opekas/ afternoon,
depending on the number of camp participants and local teamrdeadailable.
These started at 14:00 and continued until nightfall and consisted ofthtoth(fixed
point) and mobile units. In the event that rare species g@sitlesser Spotted Eagles
or Black Storks) were know to have roosted over night, and thédoaaf the roost
was pinpointed, then night watch teams were sent out to sittmeaoost site and
protect the bird from poachers trying to kill the birds under cof/earkness.

Over the course of the Raptor Camp, a totad@®Mifferent locations were covered
by the teams, with 28 in Malta and 8 in Gozdmain locations shown in Figure 1).
Mobile teams were also deployed on many days, and moved oveteaavda to
record illegal hunting activities. Each team had (in moseggat least one local
birdwatcher as a Team Leader. Teams deployed in arasdhe considered to be a
potential security risk for safety reasons were escorted byegsiohal close
protection guards hired through a reputable security company who lisigedhe
police control room and the ALE (Administrative Law Enforcementt}vhen an
illegal activity was observed or the teams faced hostileabetr from certain
individuals.
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2.1 Migration data

Data was collected on all migratory species recorded during valieer periods.

Observers also collected data on key breeding species of ir@estRock Thrush,

Corn Bunting, Spectacled Warbler and Short-toed Lark). Datactadleor each

sighting included; Date, Time, Location, Species, Number, Age(B known) and

activity. For birds of prey and herons, additional data wasatelli on the height that
the bird was flying (in height bands; low, middle, high) and dioectf travel. At

least one experienced ornithologist was present in all teant®nfirm accurate
species identification. One member of the team was soésgonsible for data
collection, and all data was recorded on standard datessheet

It should also be noted that the results presented in this depadt represent all of
the migratory bird data recorded by BirdLife Malta over this two week period
but only those reported from Raptor Camp operations. The totals poegeribés
report therefore only represent birds seen in the locationsexbbgrthe Raptor Camp
teams. Other bird sightings data from local ornithologists rkdhdapart in the
Raptor Camp have been recorded in a much larger BirdLifécaMattabase and will
be combined with the Raptor Camp data for further analysis — a&dam the
organisation has carried out for many decades.

Figure 1. Map showing locations of main observation points used during Raptor
Camp.

GOZO

Key to main locations (Malta) : Key to main locations (Gozo) :
1. Rdum tal-Madonna 2. Mieb & Manikata 3. Xagral- amra 1. Capuccini

4. Salina 5. Qawra Point 6. Fomm ir-Rih 2. tal-Gordan

7. Kunccizijoni 8. Garg ur 9. Nadur Tower & Bingemma 3. Xlendi

10. Victoria Lines 11. Chadwick Lakes 12. Migra IFre 4. Lunzjata

13. Mtahleb 14. Buskett & tal-Virtu 15. Dingli Cliffs3(site$ 5. Ta’ Cenc

16. Fawwara 17. Girgenti & Laferla Cross ~ 18. Ghar lLaps 6. Nadur

19. Luga International Airpor2(site3 20. St Thomas Bay 7. Marsalforn

21. Wied iz-Zurrieq 22. Hal Far 23. Delimara

24. Xrobb I-Ghajn
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2.2 lllegal hunting incidents

A meeting with the Assistant Police Commissioner and the hetid @fdministrative
Law Enforcement (ALE) unit was held prior to the camp and amragilan was
drafted and agreed upon. In accordance with this plan the AlsEnetified of the
whereabouts of all team locations on a daily basis. Diceatmunication was
maintained between the Raptor Camp Co-ordinator, the control obdine security
company and the Inspector of the ALE during the period of the .camp

During observation periods, data was collected on all illegal hmnticidents

recorded by the teams in the field. Data collected foh @agident included; Date,
Time, Location, lllegal hunting activity, Description of pemagor and car
registration details. Where possible, video footage or photograpitience was also
collected of the incident. Data was also collected whenjarethbird in flight was

noted. In these cases, data was collected if the bird shasibte signs of gunshot
injury (either with dangling and broken legs, bloody plumage or gurddragge to
wings).

When illegal hunting incidents were recorded, and the locatidmeahtident as well
as other information required by the police was accurately pingmbitien the ALE
command centre was immediately notified and details of thedeantigiven. Raptor
Camp Team Leaders at the location were available to hefgtdine ALE unit

dispatched to the site where necessary. It should also be hatedue to the high
level of illegal hunting incidents recorded during the camp (@a4aily in the first

week), Team Leaders did not report every illegal hunting ictiv the police when
sufficient information to help the ALE catch the criminals wa$ available (e.g. a
raptor being shot in the distance but the exact location or idemtite hunter could
not be discerned). This policy was adopted to make sure thatliBewas not

overstretched any more than it already is.

It should also be noted that the results presented in this depadt represent all of
the illegal hunting incidentsreported to Birdlife Malta by members of the public and
other local ornithologists over this two week peribdt only those recorded during
Raptor Camp operations. The totals presented in this report therefore only
represent illegal hunting incidents observed and recorded aidhtohs covered by
the Raptor Camp teams. lllegal hunting incidents that were esptwtBirdLife by
other birdwatchers or members of the public not taking part in #moRCamp are
kept in a larger database and data for 2008 will be presentedliagah Hunting &
Trapping Report which will be produced at the end of the year.
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3.0 Results
3.1 lllegal hunting & trapping incidents

A total of 362incidents of illegal hunting were recorded over the course dRéptor
Camp. This is a 71.5% increase on the number of illegal huimindents recorded
during Raptor Camp 2007 (in 2007, a total2dfl incidents were recorded). There
were no incidents of illegal trapping directly recorded, althahghuse of illegal pre-
recorded tape lures that were noted could have been used by eithes hamnte
trappers.

lllegal hunting incidents observed by Raptor Camp teams areedivinto the
following categories:

Using illegal tape lures (predominantly quail)

Shooting after 13:00 on Sunday or a public holiday

Shooting after 15:00 between"September and 8Beptember

Shooting at, shooting and injuring, or shooting and killing a protegiecdes
Firing more than 3 shots from a single shotgun

Hunting 2 hours after sunset

Hunting in a Bird Sanctuary

lllegally keeping protected species in captivity

It should be noted that the above data does not include either thegighbirds in
flight with gunshot injuries or the retrieval of dead or injured grte#d species with
gunshot injuries. These incidents are treated in separaienseict this report as the
predominant focus of this report is the illegal hunting acésitihat were directly
witnessed by the Raptor Camp teams.

3.1.1 Using illegal tape lures

A total of 8 illegal lures were located during the Raptor Camp. Thenhajuf these
were located in the main operation areas (the Buskett@urglj cliffs and Girgenti).
In 2007, a total of 24 lures were recorded, so the number o fao®rded is three
times lower. However, this is highly likely to be because m#duction in effort by
Raptor Camp teams rather than a reduction in the illegalfusees. During 2007,
two night surveys were carried out for electronic lures, anldras are switched on
mainly late at night and turn off before dawn, this is when thprity of lures were
recorded. Due to the high level of illegal shooting of protecfegties, resources
were not concentrated on illegal quail lures in 2008. Thereliigartay have resulted
in the low count of lures.

3.1.2 Shooting after 13:00 on Sunday or a public holiday

There were3 incidents (representing 4 shots) of illegal hunting recordeat 48:00
on a public holiday or Sunday.

3.1.3 Shooting after 15:00 from"1September

Under regulations issued in LN184 of 2008, hunting was not permittecdagchfter
15:00 from the 18 September until the 80September 2007. This regulation was
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initiated by the government to protect migratory birds of pvdyich predominantly
appear in Malta in the afternoon, normally from 13:00 hours onwardsndiegeon
weather patterns). Its implementation in 2008 is a reflectiothefsuccess of this
regulation in 2007, when it was shown to significantly reduce thd tHvélegal
shooting on birds of préy

A total of 244 incidents, involvings60 shots, were recorded after this ban came into
effecf. In many of these cases, these incidents involved poatzingesing protected
species. Shooting after 15:00 was recorded from 20 different aliserposts. In
order, the five worst areas for this illegality wedvzieb (n=26), Laferla Cross
(n=23), Nadur (Malta) (n=22), tal-Virtu (n=22) and Wied iz-Zeqr(n=22).

3.1.4 Shooting at, shooting and injuring, or shooting and killing a protectstiesp

A total of 94 incidents (involving 183 shots) of hunters illegally targetingtexted
species were recorded during the Raptor Camp (in 2007, 109 incidents were
recorded). This represents a marginal decrease in the nofribeidents recorded in

the previous year. In 2@2.3%) of these incidents, the bird that was shot at was
recorded dropping out of the sky and was therefore either killedtically injured.

These incidents involved 13 different species, with 43.6% ofaltiénts involved

birds of prey (of 8 species).

The most common species targeted by poachers was the EuropeateBda=e38)),
followed by the Marsh Harrier (n=17) and the Honey Buzzard (n=16).

Table 1. Number of protected birds recorded as shot at, shot and injurdttcarsl
killed, over the duration of the Raptor Camp. Annex 1 speceshaded.

Specie Number
European Bee-eater 38
Marsh Harrier 17
Honey-buzzard 16
Lesser Kestrel 2
Grey Heron 2
European Hobby 2
Black Stork 2
Spanish Sparrow 1
Racing Pigeon 1
Osprey 1
Lesser Spotted Eagle 1
Eleanora's Falcon 1
Common Kestrel 1

also, where not possible to identify species

Broadwing sp 5
Kestrel sp. 3
Falcon sp 1

! For a measure of the effectiveness of this b&200V, please see BirdLife Malta Raptor Camp 2007
Report.

2 To compare this with the number of incidents rdedrin 2007, it is necessary to divide by the
number of days (as the 2007 camp ended on tHev@ilst the 2008 camp ended on thé"2md thus
covered more time within the 15:00 ban period).2007, 8.4 shots/day were recorded after the 15:00
ban whereas this average increased to 14.8 shpis/tlee 2008 Raptor Camp.
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3.1.5 Firing more than 3 shots from a single shotgun

Under LN79 of 2006, ‘No person shall be in possession of any fire-evenséd for
hunting game, which has a magazine capable of holding more thamatgoas any
time.” This therefore means that the gun must not have moréwbazartridges in the
magazine and one in the breach. There Rdreidentsduring Raptor Camp of more
than 3 shots being fired from a single fire-arm. It shouldhdted that to make a
shotgun capable of only holding the prerequisite two cartridgee@asred by law)
the hunter needs to place a tube into the magazine of the shotgun t piglsecally
incapable of holding more shots. To make the shotgun capable @fllylidiging
more shots is therefore simply a matter of removing the ti®placing it, and thus
making the gun ‘legal’ again is also a simple and quick protiess,making it easy
for the poacher to break the law while making it difficult fioe fpolice to catch him
with a modified shotgun. This was witnessed by a team atliDdtiffs. This
loophole in the process therefore needs to be addressed with urgEmisycan be
easily done by simply making it a legal necessity to permanaffik the tube in
place.

3.1.6 Hunting 2 hours after sunset

Under LN79 of 2006 it is illegal to hunt ‘between two hours before suiams two
hours after sunset’. There wedeincidents (involving 16 shots)nvolving hunters
shooting after two hours after sunset. Three of these incidamis fromMizieb and
the fourth involved two hunters with shotguns and dogs trying to kiBthek Storks
that had roosted in the Fawwara area on tI’ﬂecﬂSeptember. In this latter incident,
the poachers fled when the night watch team called the police.

3.1.7 Hunting in a Bird Sanctuary

There were 6 incidents of hunters illegally hunting in a Bird &emg during the
Raptor Camp. All of these incidents came fr8uskett Bird Sanctuary, an area
which has been relatively free from poaching in recentsyeafhese incidents
represent a worrying trend of poachers attempting to re-drgesite. The increase
of illegal activity within Buskett is further highlighted by tfect that three protected
birds were recovered from inside the Bird Sanctuary boundagddoeney-buzzard, a
Marsh Harrier and a Lesser Spotted Eagle. The lattereintidvolved two suspects
going into the Sanctuary in broad daylight, shooting the bird (Whkiahroosting in a
tree) and then attempting to hide the bird on the roadside. Esslvfiimed by a
Raptor Camp team who relayed the information to the ALE. fdligiduals involved
were successfully apprehended, but unfortunately the bird veasdand dead. The
footage of the incidefitvas also passed on to the police to help with the putisac

3.1.8 lllegally keeping protected birds in captivity

There was one incident involving protected birds being kept iemacaptivity. An
under-cover team filmed an aviary containing several protepegdes and passed the
information on to the police. The aviary was raided and 6 protdxtds (2 Black-
winged Stilt, 2 Common Sandpiper, 1 Wood Sandpiper and 1 Green Sandg@per)

® The footage can be viewed on the BirdLife Maltébsite : www.birdlifemalta.org
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confiscated. Footage of the protected birds was also passedtan ftolice to help
with the prosecution.

3.1.9 Locations of illegal hunting incidents

lllegal hunting incidents were recorded in a totaR6fdifferent locations during the
Raptor Camp. Of these, the worst areas for illegal hunteig Mizieb, Girgenti,
Laferla Cross, Dwejra (Victoria Lines) and tal-Virtu, imat order. In 2007, illegal
hunting incidents were recorded in 17 locations, indicating that tidepn is more
widespread.

Table 2. Number of incidents of illegal hunting recorded at each lonativer the
duration of the Raptor Camp.

Site No. incidents
Mizieb 34
Girgenti 31
Laferla Cross 28
Dwejra (Victoria Lines) 29
Tal-Virtu 26
Bingemma 26
Nadur Tower (Malta) 24
Dingli Cliffs 23
limits of Buskett Bird Sanctuary 23
Zurrieq 22
Chadwick Lakes 17
Mtahleb 12
Imtarfe 1C
Xrobb il-Ghagin 9
Delimara 7
Buskett Bird Sanctuary 6
Nadur (Gozo) 4
St. Thomas's Bay 3
Qrendi 3
Gharghur 2
Fawwara 2
Qawra Point 1
Manikata 1
Gozo (Xaghra) 1

Luga International Airport (safi side) 1
I-Ahrax 1
(mobile units 16
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3.1.10 Injured or dead protected species with gunshot injuries receivesl tiac
opening of the Autumn hunting season (Septenihemptated as of 18 October

These incidents are treated separately arednot included in the previous analysis
of 362 illegal hunting incidents. This section is included to bdttestriate the effects
of illegal hunting since the opening of the autumn hunting season.

Since the 1% of August, a total 055 protected birds with gunshot injuries have been
received by BirdLife Malta fron37 different locations in Malta and GozfTable 3).
The two worst areas webizieb (n=3) andBuskett Bird Sanctuary (n=3). These
birds represent7 different protected specie®species of which are birds of prey. Of
these species, 10 are given additional protection under Annex 1 BifdseDirective
and 9 are listed as Species of Conservation Concern in Europee dftthese birds,
Lesser Kestrels, are also listed under the Global IUEN Rst as ‘Vulnerable’. The
most common protected species received with gunshot injuries@mnmon Kestrel
(n=12) Marsh Harrier (n=12) and Honey Buzzard (n=7). The natur# of these
injuries were verified independently by a veterinarian and atepted birds received
by BirdLife Malta were immediately reported directly to tARE and the Malta
Environment and Planning Authority (MEPA). In cases where trexinarian deems
that the bird is so severely injured that it can not be rehaéditathe bird is
euthanised by the veterinarian and the body is passed on atio®al Museum of
Natural History. In cases where the bir¢an be rehabilitated, then it is sent to a
rehabilitation centre in Sicily (as there are no such prafeatifacilities present in
Malta), under permit from MEPA.

The number of birds received in 2008 is dramatically higher thameabaived during
the same period in 2007. In 2007, over the same peritAdgust to 18 October),
a total of 21 shot protected birds were received by BirdLifetdal his represents a
162% increase on the number of shot protected birds receigdeover the same
period last year.

* These are birds that have either been physicatiyght into the BirdLife Malta office, or those tha
were seen by Raptor Camp teams and were takeretALtA.
® Birds of prey only. Passerines and herons arahilitated in Malta.
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Table 3. Number of injured or dead protected birds with verified gunshot injuries
received by BirdLife Malta since the start of the autumnratign (August 18 to
October 13th). Birds found in Buskett Bird Sanctuary are shaded

Date Species Age/Sex Location

17-Aug Purple Heron Juvenile Foresta

25-Aug Cory's Shearwater Adult Dahlet Qorrot Bay, Gozo
28-Aug Little Egret Adult road to Ramla Bay
28-Aug Purple Heron Adult II-Bidri, /o Marsascala
1-Sep Night Heron Adult I/o Mosta

3-Sep Collared Dove Juvenile Simar NR

3-Sep Night Heron Adult Ghar Lapsi

4-Sep Night Heron Adult San Anton School, Mgarr
4-Sep Night Heron 2nd winter Simar NR

5-Sep Grey Heron 2nd winter Ghajn Tuffieha

9-Sep Night Heron Adult Haz-Zabbar

16-Sep Common Kingfisher Ghadira NR

17-Sep Honey-buzzard Juvenile Buskett Bird Sanctuary
18-Sep Honey-buzzard Juvenile Wied iz-Zurrieq

19-Sep Honey-buzzard Juvenile Wied iz-Zurrieq

19-Sep Honey-buzzard Juvenile Laferla Cross

20-Sep Marsh Harrier Juvenile I/o Ghadira NR

20-Sep Marsh Harrier Juvenile Mgabba

20-Sep Honey-buzzard Tal-Virtu

21-Sep Marsh Harrier Juvenile Buskett Bird Sanctuary
22-Sep Common Kestrel Juvenile Birzebuggia

22-Sep Common Kestrel Juvenile Location not disclosed
22-Sep Common Kestrel Juvenile Location not disclosed
22-Sep Marsh Harrier 2nd year male Location not disatio
23-Sep Lesser Kestrel Male Girgenti

24-Sep European Bee-eater I/o Rabat

24-Sep European Hobby juv Marsa Sports Club
24-Sep Grey Heron adult Marsaxlokk

24-Sep Marsh Harrier juv Gozo

27-Sep Lesser Spotted Eagle juv Buskett Bird Sanctuary
28-Sep Marsh Harrier juv Mizieb

28-Sep Common Kestrel juv Luga International Airport
28-Sep Lesser Kestrel juv Delimara

29-Sep Lesser Kestrel 2nd winter male Birzebuggia

29-Sep Marsh Harrier juv Mizieb

29-Sep Marsh Harrier 2nd year male Girgenti

30-Sep Common Kestrel juv Luga International Airport
30-Sep Common Kestrel juv Mosta

1-Oct Common Kestrel juv Hal Far

1-Oct Honey-buzzard juv Fomm ir-Rih

1-Oct Common Kestrel juv Siggiewi

1-Oct Grey Heron adult Xaghra (Gozo)

3-Oct Common Kestrel juv Qrendi

3-Oct Marsh Harrier juv at sea

4-Oct Common Kestrel ad fem Marsalforn (Gozo)

5-Oct Spanish Sparrow ad male Mizieb

6-Oct Tree Pipit juv Fgura

7-Oct European Hobby juv Dingli cliffs

7-Oct Marsh Harrier 2nd year Female Nadur (Gozo)

8-Oct Common Kestrel ad fem (exact location unknowods
8-Oct Marsh Harrier 2nd year fem St Edward's Coll€ysttonera
10-Oct Marsh Harrier juv Rdum tal-Kililu (Gozo)
11-Oct Honey-buzzard juv Xewkija, tar-Rummiena (Gozo)
11-Oct Common Kestrel ad fem tal-Virtu

12-Oct Greater Flamingo juv Ghadira NR

10
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3.1.11 Sightings of protected species with gunshot injuries

These incidents are treated separately and are not include=lprethous analysis of
362 illegal hunting incidents. This is due to the fact that, althabghprotected
species were clearly victims of illegal hunting, the dcaea of shooting at the birds
was not observed by the Raptor Camp teams and the location iédglaé hunting
activity can not therefore be pinpointed.

Over the course of the Raptor Cammiaimum of 48 birds in flight, of 10 different
species, were sighted with gunshot-related injuries (Tabl@Hgse injuries involved
either birds with dangling and broken legs, bloody breast featmerkearly visible
gunshot damage to the wings. In several cases, photographincevidé these
injuries was also collected.

Table 4. Number of injured protected birds recorded in flight with cleaibible
gunshot injuries recorded by Raptor Camp participants.

Specie Number
Honey buzzard 16
Marsh Harrier 13
European Bee-eater 6
European Hobby 3
Black Stork 2
Common Swift 2
Alpine Swift 1
Barn Swallow 1
Broadwing sp. 1
Eleonora's Falcon 1
Kestrel sp. 1
Montagu's Harrier 1

11
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3.1.12 Number of arrests made based on Raptor Camp information

It should be noted that due to the difficult terrain and thé ttaat poachers were
normally hidden in Eucalyptus groves or behind walls (sometimegrivate
property), it was often very difficult for the police to apprld the poachers. This
was compounded by the fact that in illegal hunting hotspots in MalfaGozo,
poachers were highly organised and used mobile phones, radios argbstexh as
look-outs to communicate with each other — this would add to theutliiéis faced by
the police. This also highlights the importance of having a continpi@sence in
these areas throughout the period, as the Raptor Camp teamstetsasaa deterrent
in the areas that they were monitoring.

Over the course of the Raptor Camp, teams made numerous repdints police
about illegal hunting incidents, as outlined in previous sections.tot@lenumber of
arrests made by the police in connection with these reports is unkaswme police
have not released this data as of yet. However, a tofabhofests were witnessed by
Raptor Camp teams based on information passed on by those teanig wiréod
police. These consisted of;

1 hunter at Manikata. A hunter was seen actively hunting on thé" 17
September after the 15:00 ban was in place. The police loteteénidividual
and made an arrest.

1 hunter at tal-Virtu. A hunter was observed shooting a Honey-buzzard
down at tal-Virtu on the 20 September. The police were directed to the
scene, retrieved the bird and arrested the hunter. The herddiad of its
injuries.

4 hunters at Nadur (Gozo). Three hunters were seen actively hunting in the
Nadur area of Gozo after 15:00 on thd &eptember. The police located the
individuals and managed to arrest them and a fourth individual atedel
charges.

2 hunters in Buskett Bird Sanctuary. On the 28 September, two
individuals were observed stalking a roosting Lesser Spotted witbia the
boundary of Buskett Bird Sanctuary. The police were aleddbe incident,
but before they arrived the individuals shot the bird, retrievaddtcarried it
away. They were later filmed attempting to stash the hueit to the
roadside. Both individuals were subsequently arrested by the ,palice
footage was handed over by Raptor Camp team to aid ingke ca

6 live protected birds were confiscated from an aviary in the north of Malta
and the owner charged. The police were alerted to the presetheebirds by

a covert Raptor Camp team.

12
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3.1.13 Effectiveness of Raptor Camp

As was seen in 2007, Raptor Camp acted as an effective detayeenst the illegal
killing of protected species. An analysis of all incidentsr ¢lre period T September
to 10" October, involving hunters targeting protected spécisgpresented in Figure
2. As can be seen in this analysis, illegal hunting incideats Wghest in the periods
1°10" September and™to 10" October. Incidents decreased in the periddad"
SeEtember and were lowest (over 4 times lower than the mjpidintiae period 2%
30" September. These are the two periods when Raptor Canmgpesagional.

Figure 2. Incidents of poachers shooting at protected species, in decades

120+

109
106

100+

80 -

60

40 -

Shooting at protected species

20

1-10 Sept 1 11-20 Sept 21-30 Sept | 1-10 Oct
1 1
: Decades :
1 1
1 1
1 1
Start of Raptor Camp End of Raptor Camp
13h September 28h September

® Note in this analysis, all illegal hunting incidenvolving poachers targeting protected speaies a
used, including those sent in by BirdLife Malta mmars, ornithologists or people known to BirdLife
Malta. Incidents are not restricted to those réedrby Raptor Camp participants.

13
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3.1.14 Comparison between 2008 and 2007

Table 5 compares results of the 2008 Raptor Camp with those of 200 tkiéine was an increase in the number of illegal hunnting insident

overall, incidents of poachers targeting protected speemeased from 2007 levels.

Table 5. Comparison between results of Raptor Camp in 2008 and 2007
2008 2007
Raptor Camp Raptor Camp Change
Total number of illegal incidents 362 211
Shooting at protected species (# incidents) 94 109
Number of shots on protected birdg 183 176
Hunting out of season (# incidents) 251 78
Incidents of hunters shooting after 15:00 betwee3A Sept | 244 74
Shooting after 13:00 on Sunday or public holida}3 4
Shooting 2hrs after sunset| 4 0
Shooting in protected areas 6 0
Hunting in a Bird Sanctuary | 6 0
Other 11 24
Firing more than three shots from a single weapq2 0
Using illegal electronic lure | 8 24
lllegally keeping protected birds in captivity|1 0
Injured protected species seen 48 39
Injured or dead protected birds with gunshot igsiniecovered from Aug 15- Oct 13 55 21
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3.2 Bird migration
3.2.1 Birds of prey (Raptors) and herons

The focus of the Raptor Camp was predominantly on birds of prey.efoherthe
majority of analysis is focussed on these species.

Over the two week period, a total b6 bird of prey species were recorded. These
included several rare species of conservation coficédsprey (Species of
Unfavourable Conservation Status in Europe, Raea)]id Harrier (Species of
Global Conservation Concern, European IUCN Red List Categdgdangered
Global IUCN Red List Category Near Threatened Hen Harrier (Species of
Unfavourable Conservation Status in Europe, Depletédgser-spotted Eagle
(Species of Unfavourable Conservation Status in Europe, Declihiegder Kestrel
(Species of Global Conservation Concern, Global IUCN Red Listeg0ay:
Vulnerablg andPeregrine Falcon(Rare).

Over the 2008 Raptor Camp period, unusually large (for Malta) msndjelesser
Spotted Eagles (n=10) and Black Storks (n=14) were recordedflothef 12 Black
Storks seen on the 9&Beptember was one of the largest flocks ever recorded in the
Maltese islands. The birds roosted in Malta overnight and Ra&paonp teams
mounted night watches on the area to prevent the birds being shotbirdideft
early the following morning and unfortunatedy (and possibly as many as 5) of
these birds were subsequently gunned downRaptor Camp teams witnessed the
killing of one of the birds and the other two known kills were cordatrhy the police.

A further two birds were reported as killed by local informéns, these reports can
not be confirmed. One of the birds flying out to sea was also notealve a serious
shotgun injury in the form of a missing foot.

The two most common raptor species recorded were Marsh HarréerHoney-
buzzard. Total counts of these, and other, raptor species adnrinded by the fact
that many individual birds recorded over one observation post wereréorded
over more southerly posts as the birds migrated southwards leveasland. For
example, birds passing over Nadur early in the afternoon oftehsoeghwards over
Buskett and Laferla Cross before heading over Dingli cliffs @mdards to Africa.
However other birds, particularly those coming in later in thg temain in the
vicinity of the site where they were initially recordech these cases, birds passing
over Nadur in the late afternoon either roost in that area, or nodglizieb. To
control for this factor, raptor (and heron) numbers are examieedrately in this
report from three main observation points and are presented in AppendiAt
Buskett, a total ofl,529 birds of prey were recorded during the two week Raptor
Camp period, while at Nadur Tower (Malta) a total 445 birds of prey were
registered.

It is also worth noting that Mizieb, a woodland located in thehnof the island
which was visited only on nine occasions (and teams were oftetedogathin the
woodland with reduced visibility), still register&¥2 birds of prey, highlighting the
importance of this area for raptors. Two Marsh Harriets wunshot injuries were

" Conservation status of species taken from ‘Birellifternational. 2004Birds in Europe:
populations estimates, trends and conservatiomustat
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retrieved from Mizieb on the 38and 28 of September respectively, highlighting the
dangers due to illegal hunting faced by roosting birds of prey imtiisrious area.
Three incidents of illegal hunting at night during the Raptor Campheur
demonstrate this fact, as it is known that poachers in thelMazea (as well as other
roost sites in Malta) regularly target roosting birds of/@enight with flashlights.

The number of raptors recorded on a given day is heavily influenceebyher
patterns (both locally in Malta and in other key migration bottlen@tkle north,
such as the Straits of Messina in Sicily) and wind directim®d. Figure 3 shows the
total number of raptors recorded at the Buskett observation posgdhe course of
the Raptor Camp, while Figures 4 and 5 show the numbers of Marsiersland
Honey Buzzards. A peak for both species, on the 19 of September, also
coincided with large roosts of raptors (a total of 568) in the @skett and Girgenti
area.

Over the same period, a total of 5 heron species were recaraduding Purple
Heron (Species of Unfavourable Conservation Status in Europe, Declimind)
Black-crowned Night Heron (Species of Unfavourable Conservation Status in
Europe, Depleted). The most common heron species was tiieHéren, followed

by the Black-crowned Night Heron.

Figure 3. Daily totals for raptors, all species combined (n=1,529), recoeded
Buskett observation post only.
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Figure 4. Dalily totals for Marsh Harrier (n=505) recorded at Buskett oladien
post only.
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Figure 5. Daily totals for Honey Buzzard (n=676) recorded at Buskett obsenva
post only.
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3.2.2 Other migrants

A total of 59 other migrant bird species (excluding raptors and herons) wera&legcor
during the two weeks of the Raptor Camp, bringing the total nuwbmigratory
species recorded over the two week period to 80.

These included rare species of conservation cohdectuding Greater Flamingo
(Unfavourable Conservation Status, Localisedlack Stork (Unfavourable
Conservation Status, Rare)Vhite Stork (Unfavourable Conservation Status,
Depleted),Stone Curlew(European IUCN Red Data List : Vulnerabl€jort-eared
Owl (Unfavourable Conservation Status, Depletedturasian Nightjar
(Unfavourable Conservation Status, Depletednd European Roller (European
IUCN Red Data List : Vulnerable). A species list for ather migrant species
recorded during the camp is presented in Appendix 2.

4.0 Conclusions

A total of 362 illegal hunting incidents were recorded during Rapaoni@; compared
with 211 the previous year. This represents an increase of 72%toreda’s total.

As can be seen by the results however, while the level oklbvegal hunting
incidents was significantly higher during the 2008 Raptor Canypagpared to the
camp held in 2007, the number of incidents of poachers targetingcigotspecies
during Raptor Camp was actually marginally lower than in 2007. ntimber of
these incidents dropped from 109 incidents to 94 incidents in 2008.m&jority of
illegal hunting incidents in 2008 involved hunters breaking the 15:00 ban on hunting
with the number of these incidents doubling the previous period.

The effectiveness of the Raptor Camp as a deterrent againfiegal hunting can
be seen by an examination of illegal hunting incidents in thiedsebefore, during
and after the Raptor Camp period. Incidents of poachers targetiterted species
peaked in the periods outside the Raptor Camp, with a marked andblatideop in
these incidents while the Raptor Camp was in operation. OutsdBRaptor Camp
illegal hunting incidents were very high and widespread. THigtlser corroborated
by the number of injured protected birds with gunshot injuries reddiy BirdLife
Malta over the period from August "1%o the October I8 In this case, the numbers
have increased almost three-fold from the 2007 totals over the pariod. While
this may be in part due to the fact that members of the panainore likely to hand
birds over to BirdLife, this can not fully explain the incre@s¢he number of shot
protected birds, nor the increase in illegal hunting incidents lhvarais combination
of factors clearly indicates that illegal hunting in the autum®0&i8 was significantly
higher than that of the previous autumn. The high levels of lillagating recorded
during Raptor Camp are also corroborated by the findings of CAB&g&ign
Against Bird Slaughter), a Germany based organisation also ruar@agp in Malta
over the same period.

8 Conservation status from ‘Birds in Europe: popiotat estimates, trends and conservation status
(BirdLife International 2004)

18



BirdLife Malta Raptor Camp 2008 Report

The main reasons for the increase in illegal hunting incideatsikaly to be (i) the
serious lack of resources available to the Administratiser Enforcement Unit
(ALE)® who, with under 30 officers can not adequately police over 15,000 kunter
and trappers operating island wide, (ii) the fact that the huféidgration in Malta
(FKNK) has been actively provoking its members against Birdaifd international
birdwatchers and this may have resulted in a mentality ofehg®” among many
hunterd® and (i) many poachers who are apprehended by the police haveibern g
low and in most cases minimum or low fines by the courts of Ma#aning that
there is no real deterrent to prevent poachers from theirtesi

In some cases, poachers also appeared to be getting boldeir iacttvities. In one
instancetwo poachers shot a roosting Lesser Spotted Eagle in broad dayligim
Buskett Bird Sanctuary — despite being in an area where there were Raptor Camp
and ALE present. The poachers were subsequently apprehended by Ehe AL
following information passed on by the Raptor Camp teams. Video footagealso
taken of the incident and has been passed on to the police to helgiin
investigations. This incident was reminiscent of the shoatiogn of a Lesser
Spotted Eagle in 2007. In the 2007 case, the bird had been parfiahédlion EU

LIFE project in Bradenburg, Germany. This LIFE project wasking to conserve

the German populations of the species, which are down to only 134-148niree
pairs®. The shot bird, which was flown back to Germany in an efforave s life,

was a juvenile bird which was on its first migration to Africdnfortunately it
eventually had to be euthanised due to the extent of its injubiesr the 2008 Raptor
Camp period, a total of 10 Lesser Spotted Eagles were relcoxde Malta, and a
satellite tagged bird from another German research projecalsasecorded passing
over Maltese waters. The killing of any of these juvenilesi(as with other
protected species) can therefore be clearly seen to haigniéicant effect on the
conservation initiatives aiming to reverse their declingkeir natal country.

Buskett Bird Sanctuary was also the scene of several othellegal hunting
incidents, including the gunning down of several Honey-buzzards — one of which was
retrieved by a Raptor Camp team. Poaching in Buskett hasantgdrevalent since
BirdLife Malta successfully campaigned against the awwiin the late 1990s, and
poachers have not been seen shooting at raptors in this area feeroyears. The
resurgence of illegal hunting in this area represents a Wwgrgdevelopment, as this
area is the most important roost site for birds of prey ondlaed. It is vital that
poachers operating in the Bird Sanctuary are caught and prosetocutedyent this
activity from increasing again. The effectiveness ofright watchmen in Buskett
should also be considered.

It is also worth noting that illegal hunting incidents were wulead, with illegal
hunting being recorded in the vast majority of surveillance pecintshich were
located throughout Malta and Gozo. From the high level of illagating, and the

° The ALE are the police unit responsible for illefanting and trapping incidents, amongst a wide
range of other duties.

10 |ndeed, on the internet forum of the FKNK, thererevmany incidents of hunters stating that after
the banning of spring hunting they would be takthgir ‘revenge’ out on birds in autumn. These
include such quotes as in autumn ‘I will start ‘thiag” anything that comes in front of me’ and *...the
birds will pay for it my friends!!V’

1 Birds in Europe: populations estimates, trendsambervation status (BirdLife International 2004)
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widespread nature of these crimgsan clearly be seen that poaching in Malta is
not restricted to a ‘handful of individuals’, as is often claimed by the FKNK
(Malta’s main hunting federation). A case in point to illugtrtts is the fate of the
flock of Black Storks which arrived in Malta on the28f September. 12 birds were
noted flying over Gozo in the late afternoon and soon reached, Mditae Raptor
Camp teams and the ALE were soon tracking the birds. WhileR&amp mobile
units attempted to make sure that none of the birds were skgt,etitountered
numerous vehicles with hunters in them, all of which were dgtnteasing the birds
and communicating with each other via mobiles and radios. h&yime the storks
had roosted, their number had already depleted from 12 to 11 (the faee1?” bird

is unknown). Night watch teams recorded poachers with dogs atdigtes trying
to kill these birds as they roosted but they were successitaised off when watch
teams called the police. The following morning, when the befisthe roost site,
they were under constant surveillance by Raptor Camp tedomgy with the ALE
and teams from CABS (a Germany based organisation which wagdsating its
own camp during this periof) Despite this surveillance, the storks were shot at
whenever they left the relative safety of one of the sllamee posts. One was
confirmed shot down in the south of Malta (Zebbug), the other in theecgogiow
Rabat) and the last in the north (in MiziebT.he spacing of these kills clearly
indicates that the problem of illegal hunting is island wi@. The same scenario
was seen with a Short-toed Eagle and three Lesser Spottess Ehgt roosted in
Malta over the Raptor Camp period — although the constant predelRaptor Camp
teams meant that these birds ultimately left the islandysuke following morning.

The Kkilling of protected species (particularly raptors) has significant
conservation implications. Raptors are long-lived, reach sexual maturity later & lif
have few offspring and occur naturally in low densities (as tifean have large
territories). Many of these species are rare and declinitfieir European breeding
grounds and the illegal killing of these birds will have knock-oncesfen their
European populations. Species that were regularly targeted by poantee the
Raptor Camp include the Lesser Kestrel, which is listed uthdeGlobal IUCN Red
List as ‘Vulnerable’, and the Osprey, Lesser Spotted E&jlert-toed Eagle and
Eleanora’s Falcon — all of which are listed as Species of Gatgar Concern in
Europé®. Populations of these species are being negatively edfdnt the illegal,
irresponsible and selfish actions of poachers in Malta.

While illegal hunting was serious and widespread in Malta ovelRidggtor Camp
period, the effectiveness of the camp as a deterrent and aid thet local police
units was evident. Teams located at strategic points in the evening and thengprni
particularly in the Buskett/Girgenti/Dingli area meant tleage numbers of raptors
safely left their roosts in the morning and continued their onyamheys towards
Africa. Communication between Raptor Camp and the ALE (Admatigé Law
Enforcement — the police unit responsible for illegal hunting and trgppcidents)
was generally good throughout the camp. This close co-operatiordreBirdLife
Malta and the police meant that several poachers were @pplexh over the two

2|n another incident earlier in the camp, a sifgjick Stork was seen being shot down in the Vietori
Lines area by both a Raptor Camp team and a CAB®.teThe CABS team also took footage of the
incident, which can be seen on YouTube.

13 Conservation status from ‘Birds in Europe: popiotas estimates, trends and conservation status
(BirdLife International 2004)
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week period, including the two poachers who brazenly shot the L8gstied Eagle
in Buskett Bird Sanctuary. ALE units were swift to respondnduthe camp and this,
coupled with the equipment available to Raptor Camp teams (bawmscwdpotting
scopes and video cameras), increased the effectivendss cdmp as a deterrent to
poaching activities. This was also evident in the 2007 Raptor Gardps also
detailed in the 2007 Raptor Camp report (which can be downloadedtfeoBirdLife
Malta websitevww.birdlifemalta.org.

It is also important however to note that the presence ofhe ALE in the
countryside before the Raptor Camp started was exceptionalljow. In August
and the beginning of September, the majority of ALE units weréhheach patrol’
duties and were not therefore available to deal with illeégalting incidents. This
was despite the fact that the migration is known to start@Angust. In many cases
there was only one ALE vehicle available to patrol the eotttry (on some days,
this was reduced to zero). In Gozo during this period, there me units available.
Indeed in many cases it was difficult, if not impossible, totigetugh on emergency
lines to make a report of an illegal hunting incident. It isafrse obvious that with
these limited, the ALE would not be able to adequately dedl il&gal hunting
incidents. Local ornithologists recorded numerous instances of raptdréierons
being shot down before the camp started, and the police presencespodse was
significantly slow and low compared to that during the Ragamp.

Raptor migration on several days was also exceptional duringathp,highlighting
the importance of Malta on the central European-African migrabry flyway. On
the 19' September, a huge roost of raptors totalling 568 birds settltéekiBuskett
Bird Sanctuary and surrounding area. This consisted predominantorody-
buzzards and Marsh Harriers, but also included a mix of falcohsling 54 Lesser
Kestrels (listed as Vulnerable under the Global IUCN RethDst). Raptors were
recorded roosting in Buskett on a daily basis, reflecting the impzrtef this site in
Malta. Raptors settling down to roost in the Buskett area atiewarly vulnerable
to illegal hunting in the surrounding areas of Girgenti, taltvamd Dingli cliffs and a
strong presence by Raptor Camp and the police is vital during fting smd autumn
migratory period.

While the Buskett Bird Sanctuary and Girgenti area continued tdah&emost
important roosting site for migratory birds of preyher areas were also found to
be particularly important to roosting birds. One of these vas the woodland of
Mizieb, where roosts of Marsh Harriers, Honey-buzzards and European Huolares
recorded on several days — an Osprey was also recorded setdititge woods on the
19" September. Unfortunatethese woods are also notorious for illegal hunting
with birds being shot at their roost sites illegally at niglthworches or shot down at
dusk and early morning. Two juvenile Marsh Harriers with gunshjaties were
collected from the woods by Raptor Camp teams over the two werld @nd a
Black Stork was also recorded being shot down on tfleS&ptember in the same
area by a separate organisation (CABS). The importante®é tvoods to migratory
raptors (and other species) should be recognised and the illegaj killthese birds
should be properly controlled, both during the day and at night.

As a member of the European Unitime Maltese government has an obligation to
protect migratory raptors and other protected species undertte Birds Directive.
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This is made even more important by the fact that Maltakisyastepping stone for
migratory species along the central European-African migrdlypmay. However, at
present the Maltese government is not giving the issuertpertance it deserves and
is instead attempting to downplay the issue. Controlling illgating can only be
achieved by providing sufficient resources to the currentlyetasgly under-staffed
units responsible for dealing with wildlife crime. The ALE aepresent under-
resourced and under-staffed for dealing with such a wide$jamed serious problem.
While the recent order in spring 2008 for district police to alsal avith illegal
hunting incidents was a welcome addition, the majority of theeictigolice are not
sufficiently trained to deal with this type of crime. l@iso apparent that considering
the scale of the problenMalta needs to create a dedicated Wildlife Crime Unit
that would be responsible for dealing with this issue yeamund (at present the
ALE are moved to other duties (such as beach patrols) during teesumonths, for
example). Furthermore, the police need to start consideringsthef under-cover
officers to gather information and aid in convictions. As the poachee well
organised and well-equipped, it is easy for them to monitopribgress of uniformed
ALE officers and their vehicles when they patrol an area (amdexjuently police
units record less illegal hunting incidentd)nder-cover officers would be able to
counteract this ability. Lastly, hunters convicted of illegativities should be
punished to the fullest extent of the law, particularly inthe case of repeat
offenders. The fines for repeat offenders should be dbled, their licenses should
be cancelled and their shotguns confiscatedSentencing poachers with maximum
fines would make them less likely to break the law. Urtleisssituation is dealt with
seriously in the courts as well as in the countryside, theraillagnting will continue
to persist in Malta, damaging Malta’s reputation and hinderingwitdlife and
adherence to the Birds Directive.

ENDS
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Appendix 1. Totals of raptors and herons recorded at 3 Raptor Camp observation posts
(where ‘n’ = number of days of observation).

Species Site

Buskett (n=16 Nadur (Malta) (n=10) Mizieb (n=9)
White Stork 1 * *
Black Stork 14 12 13
Black-crowned Night-heron 13 * 10
Great White Egret * * 3
Little Egret * * 1
Grey Heron 99 * 3
Heron (unidentified) 1 * *
Heron totals 113 0 17
Osprey 9 3 2
Lesser Spotted Eagle 9 3 1
Short-toed Snake-eagle 1 1 *
Black Kite 9 * 1
Marsh Harrier 505 198 161

Montagu's Harrier 1 7
Pallid Harrier 1 1 *
Ringtail (unidentified) 1 *

* *

Common Buzzard 1
European Honey-buzzard 676 153 128
Broadwing (unidentified) 7 8 9
Eurasian Sparrowhawk 8 * 1
Common Kestrel 39 10 7
Lesser Kestrel 137 44 11
Kestrel (unidentified) 25 31 7
Eurasian Hobby 85 23 30
Eleonora's Falcon 13 3 2
Peregrine Falcon 1 * *
Falcon (unidentified) 2 10 11
Bird of prey totals 1529 495 372
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Appendix 2. Species list of all migrant bird species recorded duriadridptor Camp

No. Specie

Greater Cormorant
Night Heron
Cattle Egret

Little Egret

Great White Egret
Grey Heron
Purple Heron
Black Stork

White Stork

10 Greater Flamingo
11 Shelduck

12 Common Teal

13 Osprey

14 Lesser Spotted Eagle
15 Short-toed Eagle
16 Black Kite

17 Marsh Harrier

18 Montagu's harrier
19 Hen Harrier

20 Pallid Harrier

21 Honey-buzzard

©CoOoO~NOOOUDA~,WNLPE

22 Eurasian Sparrowhawk
23 Common Kestrel

24 Lesser Kestrel

25 European Hobby

26 Eleonora's Falcon

27 Red-footed Falcon

28 Peregrine Falcon

29 Common Quail

30 Black-winged Stilt

31 Stone Curlew

32 Ringed Plover
33 Little Ringed Plover
34 Grey Plover

35 Eurasian Dotterel
36 Golden Plover
37 Dunlin

38 Little Stint

39 Wood Sandpiper
40 Common Sandpiper
41 Ruff

42 Black Tern

43 Sandwich Tern

44 European Turtle-dove
45 Short-eared Owl

46 Eurasian Nightjar
a7 Common Swift

48 Pallid Swift

49 Alpine Swift

50 Eurasian Hoopoe
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No. Specie

51 Common Kingfisher
52 European Bee-eater
53 European Roller

54 Eurasian Wryneck
55 Sand Martin

56 Barn Swallow

57 Red-rumped swallow
58 House Martin

59 Tawny Pipit

60 Tree Pipit

61 Red-throated Pipit
62 Yellow Wagtail

63 European Robin

64 Common Nightingale
65 Common Redstart
66 Northern Wheatear
67 Black-eared Wheatear
68 Whinchat

69 Rufous-tailed Rock-thrush
70 Common Whitethroat
71 Garden Warbler

72 Icterine Warbler

73 Subalpine Warbler
74 Willow Warbler

75 Wood Warbler

76 Pied Flyctacher

77 Spotted Flycatcher
78 Golden Oriole

79 Common Starling

80 Eurasian Linnet
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